
 

 

 

SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

Our  

Ethos, Visions and Values  

are focused on FOUR core values: 

 

 

Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new 

experiences and difficult situations. We empower our children to 

have the confidence to take risks. 

 

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves 

and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate 

all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves. 

 

Respect: We believe all our children are special and should treat each 

other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to make the right 

choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not make fun 

of friends, and to be polite.  

 

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by 

offering them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own 

interests and enjoyment.  



Ladybirds Class 
 

 

 

Happy February Everyone! 

In January, we have continued to focus on our physical development, specifically our fine 

motor skills, to promote early literacy and expressive arts and design. We have participated in 

lots of mark making activities, both horizontal and vertical, we have used 

paint, crayons, edible items, chalks, glue and many other mark making 

tools to create patterns, shapes, colours and textures on lots of different 

materials. We have used the easel, the floor, big table spaces and 

chalkboards as our bases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also used threading fruits and bead runs, inset puzzles and work tools to encourage our  

hand eye co-ordination and problem solving skills.  

As it has been so cold, we have been ‘bringing the outside 

in’ for the children, with the slides, tunnels, bikes and see-

saw being the most popular choices! We have also really 

enjoyed dance sessions with props such as bean bags and 

bubbles! 

 

We are really encouraging the children to try different foods and make choices regarding their 

likes and dislikes, nursery mealtimes can be a bit daunting for children who are settling, , but all of 

our new members have embraced trying and tasting and are now really enjoying being part of a social group and 

learning about new tastes and textures! 

We have started to put any spare unnamed children’s clothing on the top of the children’s trays just outside of the 

room, please take a look and see if any of these items belong to your child, after a month, any unclaimed items will go 

into our ‘spares’ boxes.  

Due to some parents asking what we have for our morning snack each day, we have started to write the daily choices 

on the main whiteboard, we normally have two or three different fruits and a carbohydrate choice, such and rice cakes 

or breadsticks each day. We hope this is helpful for you.  

Our song of the month for February is ‘One little penguin’ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In January, Funky fingers has become increasingly popular within early years as it encourages the development of fine 

motor and language skills that are essential for hand writing.  

 

 

 

Bumblebees have had a fantastic time in January exploring with 

messy and malleable play. We have all enjoyed accessing the 

water, sand, corn flour and rice/pasta play. We have particularly 

liked pouring and emptying with a variety of materials. 

    

    In February, we are going to be focusing on mathematics, literacy and  

   Funky fingers.  

Mathematics (maths) is an important part of learning for all children in the early years and receiving a good grounding 

in maths is an essential life skill. As well as numeracy, it helps skills such as problem solving, understanding and using 

shapes and measure and developing their own spatial awareness. 

Literacy skills in the Early Years cover reading and writing. Writing is an essential skill children will learn, which begins 

with mark making.  Introducing children to books at an early age allows children to become familiar with books, 

enjoying the pictures and the stories and sounds read aloud by an adult. 

 

We have been talking about how to use our kind hands, feet and words during circle time 

and will be continuing this throughout the upcoming months.  

 

We hope you all enjoyed looking through your child’s memory book over the holidays! If you have not yet returned your 

child’s memory book, please could we have it as soon as possible as we have lots of lovely work to add to them!  

        

February songs of the month:  Colour and shape of the month   

‘Sandy girl’       RED      CIRCLE 
‘5 dinosaurs went out to play’  

Bumblebees Class 

FUNKY  FINGERS 



 

During January we have been exploring where foods come from.  We have had lots of interesting conversations about 

where our food comes from.   As part of our exploring we have tasted a selection of fruits and made “Purky Punch” and 

fruit kebabs.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the ingredients we used for the Purky Punch.  Once we made the punch we all had a taste! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We read the story of Handa’s surprise and decided to make fruit kebabs using a 

selection of different fruits.   The children had a wide selection of fruits to choose 

from.  They then had to thread their chosen fruit onto a skewer.   

 

 

We have been signing lots of number songs and focussing on recognising the numbers 0 to 10.    This includes counting 

on and counting back. 

 

During February we will be celebrating Chinese New Year and will be cooking and tasting Egg Fried Rice and Vegetable 

Stir Fry. 

We have been concentrating on initial sounds “S” “A” “T” “P” “I” and “N”. 

 

Fireflies Class 



 

 

 

 

Events 

The week commencing Monday 4th February 2019 is our charity week when we 

will be raising funds for The Crackerjacks Children’s Trust.   We will be having a fun 

dressing up week and asking for donations for the charity.   All children are 

welcome to wear their pyjamas, a onesie or any fancy dress.   Staff will also be 

taking part and making donations.   Please check your emails as we have already 

circulated a letter with all the details of this week.  Copies available from the school 

office. 

Reminders 

Could I please remind all parents that all children should be in school by 9:00am.   If 

for any reason you are likely to arrive after 9:00am could you please telephone the 

school office on 020 8648 4126.   There are a number of reasons for this:- 

 The caterer has to know how many children that she will be preparing meals 

for that day, as all of our meals are cooked freshly on the premises. 

 For children in Fireflies Class, the curriculum starts promptly at 9:00am and 

children who arrive after that time, will miss circle time, this is an important 

time when Sharon explains to all children exactly what is out for the day  and 

any particular activities that she and the staff require them to take part in. 

 It can be very disruptive in all classrooms if children are still arriving at 

between 9:00am and 10:00am. 

 Please remember to label all of your child’s clothes, including tops, bottoms, 

gloves, scarves, hats and coats. 

 Please ensure that your child is appropriately dressed for the cold and wet 

weather, all children will play and learn both inside and outside. 

 All should must be collected from their classroom by 6:00pm. 

Festivals / In February we will be celebrating Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day , 

Mardi Gras and Shrove Tuesday. 

 

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS 



 

Dates for your diary 

Term Dates 
 

SPRING TERM 
First day of term: Monday 7th January 2019 

Half Term: Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February 2019 

Last day of term: Friday 5th April 2019 

Note:  Good Friday is on 19th April and Easter Monday is on 22nd April 2019. 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 
First day of term: Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Half Term: Monday 27th to Friday 31st May 2019 

Last day of term: Tuesday 23rd July 2019 


